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In media studies, generational phenomena are becoming increasingly conceptualised on the 
basis of theories developed by Karl Mannheim, who thinks of generation as both “a product 
and maker of history”, i.e. an entity able to rediscover the individual experience of 
biographical time and transform the shared experiences into the time of “my/our generation”. 
Therefore, social generations cannot be reduced to other substitutes (cohorts, age groups, 
genealogical generations), since the generational paradigm involves several layers related to 
different perceptions of time (and space). A discussion on phenomenological analysis of time 
– understood as consciousness of past, present, and future – has been developed by Husserl, 
Heidegger, Ricoeur, etc. Ricoeur suggests that, aside from calendars and archives (as 
instruments for determining the passing flow of time), generation finds its sociological 
projection in the relationship between contemporaries. In the current case, the term coevals 
would be more suitable referring to people of approximately the same age, living through the 
same period of their life course and belonging to a particular social setting which may not 
necessarily be applicable to some other social group, as their habitus(es) are rather different. 
This paper discusses social generations as entities that define themselves through the process 
of generational formation (generationing), transforming “my time” to “our time” (approached 
as „internal time“, as opposed to “external” or objective time) under particular conditions 
during a period of change. 
The paper derives from an empirical study on the “repertories” of news media that different 
generations use to obtain information and create their everyday information space. Although 
the findings demonstrate remarkable differences between five cohort groups (composed on 
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the basis of birth year, societal changes and developments in the media landscape during the 
years from 1940 to 2012 in Estonia), the study also reveals that media behaviour is not 
necessarily divided by particular generational patterns, but changes also over the life course. 
Moreover, media repertoires are more than ever dispersed along individualized preferences; in 
different societies, the fragmentation of news media audiences occurs also across predominant 
language groups (e.g. Estonian, Russian) and other indicator sets such as education, social 
status, etc. 
# !
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